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Dear Representative LeDoux, 

We have a duty to continue to enhance our democracy.  To me, this translates to better access to 

the polls and more candidates seeking to run for office. 

Simply put, the current system of partisan primaries do nothing to advance the quality of our 

democracy. To the contrary, they inhibit the participation of candidates while also reducing voter 

turnout.   

Partisan primaries are designed to advance the interests of political parties. The polarization this 

creates does not reflect the views of most of the electorate. In fact, it is the main reason our 

politics have devolved into gridlock, an “us vs. them” mentally that is destroying our democracy, 

state and country.  As a result, voters become alienated and participation decreases, allowing for 

more polarization, gridlock and a perpetuating feedback cycle that spirals democracy 

downwards. 

Independent voters represent an ever-increasing portion of the electorate.  In Alaska, more than 

50% of the electorate is not aligned with a party, yet our primaries are partisan and closed. This 

non-affiliation trend will accelerate as younger citizens register.  In fact, less than half of all 

millennials choose to affiliate with a party.  

We must institute a system that rewards dialogue, coalition-building and problem solving, one 

that encourages more people to participate both as candidates and as voters. We deserve a 

democracy that rewards candidates who appeal to the mainstream rather than the fringes.  

There is objective proof that open primaries can solve these problems.  I support HB200, applaud 

the leadership of Rep. LeDoux for introducing it and encourage the state legislature to pass it 

into law.  

Thank you, 

Matt Rafferty 

1826 E 27th Avenue 

Anchorage, AK 99508 
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I support HB200. 

Alaska does not have a financial problem, nor does it have an oil price problem. Alaska does not 

even have an oil rate problem. What Alaska has is a governance problem, and this governance 

problem has allowed all these other concerns to become crisis. 

This governance problem is a result of partisan politics which have not only caused legislative 

gridlock for the past two sessions, but have disallowed the legislature from addressing the 

greatest threat to Alaska’s future, an economy that is nearly entirely reliant on oil, a cyclic and 

declining resource.  

Currently, the major parties have separate party primaries. The candidates that advance in these 

primaries are encouraged to drive a hard-partisan line as that is the voter base that will place 

them in the general election. It is clear however, that these candidates do not represent most 

Alaskans as less than half of the registered voters are affiliated with a party. Consistently falling 

primary and general election voter turnout, 15% and 50% in the 2016 election respectively, is not 

the sign of a healthy democracy, and is leading to more and more partisanship in our elected 

government. This partisanship is clearly taking its toll on the effectiveness of Juneau to make the 

tough decisions that will set Alaska up for success. 

HB200 looks to address this governance problem by disrupting the primary election structure 

and opening the primaries up to all registered voters in a top two primary. This will force anyone 

who wishes to advance through the primary election to appeal to the majority of voters, 

removing the large partisanship divides we currently see in the legislature. 

 

Justin Hickel 

justin.hickel@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:justin.hickel@gmail.com


4 

 

 

Representative LeDoux, 

 

Thank you for sponsoring this bill promoting open primaries. The following is a letter I have 

written in support of HB 200 and open primaries in general: 

 

I am writing this letter in support of HB 200: Nonpartisan Open Primary Elections. National 

politics are becoming increasingly divisive; and despite record low approval ratings for congress, 

the majority of the members of the House and Senate will keep their jobs. As voters we are often 

faced with two diametrically opposed options, and must choose between the lesser of two evils; 

which can be particularly vexing to voters in the middle who believe that both parties have 

something to offer. This is in large part due to a primary system that ensures that the most 

extreme voices are the loudest and clearest in determining who is selected. These “base” voters 

along with a few big money interests have overwhelming influence over our political choices.  

 

To change to an open primary system would give a much greater voice to those of us in the 

“Silent Majority”. We are the moderates who may lean left or right, but don’t consider 

compromise with the other side to be a mortal sin. Politicians who can be held accountable to a 

greater majority of the people, rather than a small but vocal radical fringe element will be 

allowed greater freedom to actually address our national problems rather than continue to waste 

time with political posturing and legislation they know to be detrimental to the country. 

 

Please do your part to bring about stability to our democracy by giving us better political options. 

Please support HB200. 

 

Sincerely, 

Matt Coates, CPA 
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Re: I urge you to support HB 200 

Dear Gabrielle LeDoux, 

I am writing to express my support for the open primary bill HB 200 by Representative LeDoux. 

Since its founding, Alaska had an open primary. But it was taken away from us by a court ruling. 

That means that Alaskans can no longer vote for whoever they want in the primary. We have to 

pick a party ballot. Worse yet, these elections are paid for by the taxpayers. Segregating voters in 

public elections is wrong. Alaska is facing huge problems. We need big solutions. “Partisan 

politics as usual” is not going to get the job done. Bringing back an open primary would change 

all of that. It would give the people of Alaska the voice they need to make real change. I urge 

you to support HB 200 for the open primary. It’s time to return voter freedom. Let all voters vote 

for whoever they want, in every round of the election. Thank you,  

Sincerely,  

Vickie Holloway 

indigomoon1224@yahoo.com  

173 A 

JBER, AK 99505  

Constituent  
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